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1.  LOCATION  g 

Section  1 1 -29-20-W4  in  Census  Division  No.^  Drumheller 
is  88  miles  north-east  of  Calgary  on  the  Calgary  to  Saskatoon 
mainline  and  Calgary  to  Edmonton  line  of  the  C.N.R.  and  on  the 
Kneehill-Rosemary  line  of  the  C.P.R.  It  is  on  Highway  No.  9 
which  is  hardsurfaced  from  Calgary  to  the  Saskatchewan  border. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

2259  feet  Latitude  51728  Longitude  112  43 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Mean  Summer  Temperature  57  deg.  F. 

Mean  Winter  Temperature  18  deg.  F. 

Mean  Yearly  Temperature  38  deg.  F. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  precipitation  12.37  inches. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

Red  Deer  Valley  is  of  pre-glacial  origin.  No  evidence  is  left 
which  would  indicate  the  size  or  character  of  the  valley  before 
the  southerly  advance  of  the  sheet  of  ice,  which  covered  at  least 
a greater  portion  of  the  plains  to  a depth  of  several  hundred  feet. 
The  glacier  which  occupied  the  pre-existing  valley  of  the  Red 
Deer  deepened  and  widened  this  depression.  When  the  glacier 
melted  from  the  valley,  the  bottom  of  this  depression  stood  with- 
in fifty  feet  of  the  present  level,  so  that  there  has  been  very  little 
post  glacial  deepening  of  the  Red  Deer  Valley.  The  fact  that  no 
remnants  of  the  river  deposits  were  observed  along  any  part  of 
the  valley  above  the  outwash  plains  is  sufficient  evidence  for  this 
statement.  On  the  other  hand,  deposits  of  glacial  gravels  from 
which  sand  and  clay  have  been  removed,  occur  in  irregular  pat- 
ches at  a number  of  places,  down  to  the  outwash  plains  and  pos- 
sibly even  lower.  Glacial  boulders  and  erratics  occur  on  ledges 
and  flat-topped  buttes  which  have  not  been  affected  by  river  ero- 
sion. A number  of  these  erratics  occur  on  the  small  butte  on 
which  the  old  city  water  tower  was  located  just  south  of  the  Cana- 
dian National  Railway  Station.  It  would  seem  that  the  larger 
valleys,  tributary  to  the  Red  Deer,  such  as  the  Kneehill  Creek,  Fox 
Coulee,  Michichi  Creek  and  Rosebud  River,  are  largely  the  re- 
sult of  post-glacial  erosion;  or  were  possibly  started  during  the 
closing  stages  of  glacial  retreat,  when  large  volumes  of  water 
from  the  melting  ice,  or  from  lakes  left  by  the  retreating  ice 
sheet,  followed  these  slopes  to  the  Red  Deer  Valley.  These  val- 
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leys  are  all  much  too  large  for  the  streams  which  follow  their  cour- 
ses today.  A former  course  of  the  Red  Deer  can  be  traced  through 
Section  10,  Township  29,  Range  20,  between  the  old  locations  of 
the  Atlas  and  Hy-Grade  Mines,  eastward  past  the  Elgin  Mine  to 
the  river  in  section  one,  about  half  a mile  east  of  Drumheller. 

(From  Geology  of  Drumheller  Coal  Field,  by  John  A.  Allan,  M.Sc.,  Ph.D.,  F.R.C.S.) 

6.  SOIL 
Profile 

The  normal  soil  profile  surface  horizon  averages  about  7 in- 
ches in  depth  and  is  dark  brown  in  color.  The  horizon  below  this 
is  brownish  and  the  lime  layer  is  usually  found  about  20  to  24  in- 
ches below  the  surface.  The  horizon  between  the  surface  horizon 
and  the  lime  layer  is  heavier  and  more  compact  than  the  surface 
horizon. 

A large  lucastrine  clay  area  comprising  approximately  500,- 
000  acres  lies  in  this  area.  It  is  commonly  known  as  the  Drum- 
heller clay  area. 

Fertility 

Moisture  is  the  principal  limiting  factor  in  crop  production. 
Soils  in  this  zone  are  relatively  low  in  nitrogen  and  organic  mat- 
ter, but  are  higher  in  these  constituents  than  soils  of  the  brown 
zone. 


Junior  High  School  Fronting  Third  Street  West. 
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Vegetation 

Chiefly  short  grass  prairie.  The  grass  makes  a denser  cover 
and  taller  growth  than  in  the  brown  zone. 

Land  Use 

Only  the  better  soil  types  can  be  considered  arable.  The  re- 
mainder generally  is  good  pasture  land.  Wheat  is  grown  almost 
to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  crops.  Cropping  practices  must  pro- 
vide for  conservation  of  moisture  and  control  of  soil  drifting.  The 
best  quality  wheat  in  the  province  is  grown  in  this  and  other  grass- 
land zones. 

7.  HISTORY  HIGHLIGHTS 

Drumheller  was  named  after  Samuel  Drumheller  who  had 
conceived  the  idea  of  forming  a townsite  in  1910.  The  first  set- 
tlers were  ranchers  and  farmers.  Coal  was  discovered  in  1793 
but  was  not  commercially  mined  until  191  1 when  large  leases  for 
coal  were  issued  to  the  operators  by  the  Government. 

The  C.N.R.  arrived  in  Drumheller  in  1912  and  the  C P R in 
1929. 

The  school  district  was  formed  in  1911  and  the  municipal 
hospital  in  1919. 

Drumheller  was  incorporated  as  a village  in  1 9 1 3,  as  a town 
in  1916  and  as  a city  in  1930. 


A Second  Avenue  West  View  of  Drumheller’s  Fine  New  Provincial  Court  House. 
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8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 


The  recreational  and  social  life  of  the  residents  of  the  area 
is  well  looked  after.  Movie  theatres,  dances  and  lodges  and  ser- 
vice clubs  keep  the  evenings  of  the  people  busy  the  year  round. 

Houses  rent  for  around  $60.00  per  month  but  very  few  hou- 
ses are  available.  About  80  percent  of  the  homes  are  owner  oc- 
cupied. 

Construction  figures  for  1956  amounted  to  $174,970  made 
up  mostly  of  new  homes. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  city  is  governed  by  a mayor,  elected  for  a two  year  term 
and  six  councillors,  three  elected  each  year  for  a two  year  term. 
The  city  manager  carries  out  the  policies  set  by  the  Council. 

10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

The  city  building  code  is  based  on  the  National  Building 
Code  of  Canada. 

The  electrical  code  conforms  to  the  Alberta  Electrical  Pro- 
tection Act. 

The  Sanitary  regulations  conform  to  the  Alberta  Public 
Health  Regulations. 

R.C.M.P.  police  the  city. 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

Fire  protection  is  provided  by  a fire  chief,  and  a deputy,  and 
a 20-man  volunteer  brigade. 

The  water  pressure  is  50  lbs.  p.s.i.  but  can  be  increased  tc 
250  lbs.  p.s.i.  if  necessary.  The  water  is  pumped  into  a 175,000 
gallon  elevated  water  tower. 

Equipment 

One  only  American  Marsh  Multi-Stage  pump  mounted  on  a 
3-ton  Mercury  Truck. 

A 500  gallon  water  tank  and  two  pre-connected  1 Vi -inch 
hose  lines  with  fog  nozzles. 

A 1250  gallon  water  tank  mounted  on  a truck  which  is  sent 
to  towns  outside  the  city  limits. 

2000  feet  of  2 Vi-inch  hose. 

500  feet  of  1 Vi-inch  hose. 

Two  booster  reels. 

Axes,  crowbars,  ladders,  masks,  forcible  tools,  etc. 

There  are  41  fire  hydrants  conveniently  located  throughout 
the  city. 
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12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 


Net  assessment  1957 
Land  1 00%  of  value 
Improvements  at  60%  of 
of  construction 

Total 

Mill  Rate 

School  General  Hospital 
24.2  31.8  7.3 

13.  AREAS 

Area  of  city 
Streets  and  lanes 
Public  parks  and 
playgrounds 


$ 524,235 

cost 

1,971,540 


$2,495,775 


Library  Health  Unit  Total 
.8  .9  65  Mills 


297  acres 
93.8 

17.87 


Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes 

Asphalt  Gravel  Total 

Streets  and  roads  10.3  10.3 

Public  lanes  and  alleys  9.23  9.23 


TOTAL 


19.53  miles 


Looking  South  on  Centre  Street. 
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14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 


Storm  sewers 
Sanitary  sewers 
Water  mains 


2.81  miles 

8.17  " 

8.82  " 


TOTAL 


19.80  ' 


15.  POWER 

Power  is  supplied  by  the  Canadian  Utilities  Limited  from 
their  22,000  KVA  plant  in  Drumheller. 

Rotes— D@m@stie 

Demand  charge — 50c  per  month 
First  25  kwh  at  5c  per  kwh 
Next  1 00  kwh  at  2M>c  per  kwh 
Excess  kwh  at  1 ]/2C  per  kwh 
Minimum  monthly  bill  $1.25 

Rates— Commercial 

Demand  charge — 50c  per  1,000  watts  connected. 

First  50  kwh  at  5c  per  kwh 
Next  1 00  kwh  at  4c  per  kwh 
Excess  kwh  at  3c  per  kwh 

Minimum  monthly  bill — demand  charge  but  not  less  than 


$1.25. 


Power  Rate 

First  25  kwh  per  HP  at  5c  per  kwh 
Next  50  kwh  per  HP  at  3c  per  kwh 
Excess  kwh  per  HP  at  2c  per  kwh 

Minimum  monthly  bill — $1.00  per  HP  connected  load  but 
not  less  than  $2.00. 

Rates—  Industrial 

Special  electric  rates  are  available  to  industry  using  a large 
amount  of  power.  The  company  would  be  pleased  to  study  the 
electrical  requirements  and  costs  of  any  new  industrial  develop- 
ment. 

16»  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  wells  with  an  average  approximate 
depth  of  40  feet.  The  water  is  pumped  from  the  wells  into  a 1 75,- 
000  gallon  elevated  tower  by  electrically  driven  centrifugal 
pumps  that  have  a capacity  of  1,600  g.p.m.,  a standby  gasoline 
driven  pump  with  a capacity  of  1,000  g.p.m.  The  nominal  static 
head  pressure  is  50  lbs.  p.s.i.  The  approximate  maximum  con- 
sumption is  500,000  gallons  per  24  hours. 
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Rates 

Minimum  monthly  rate  $2.50 

First  5,000  cu.  ft.  per  month  @ 75c  per  M Gttrft.  && 

Next  5,000  cu.  ft.  per  month  @ 69c  per  M GUr-ft. 

Next  10,000  cu.  ft.  per  month  @ 63c  per  M eth-ft.  »■ 

Next  30,000  cu.  ft.  per  month  @ 56c  per  M cth-4t. 

Next  1 00,000  cu.  ft.  per  month  @ 44c  per  M GUr-ft. 

All  over  200,000  cu.  ft.  per  month  @ 38c  per  M c-tfr-ft.  " 

Water  Analysis 

Water  Analysis 
Calcium  (ca) 

Magnesium  (Mg) 

Sodium  (Na)  by  calculation 
Bicarbonate  as  Carbonate  (Co) 

Carbonate  (C03) 

Sulphate  (S04) 

Chloride  (Cl) 

Nitrate  (N03) 

Silica  (Si02) 

Alumina  and  Iron  Oxide  (AL203) 

Organic  matter  or  loss  on  ignition 
Total  dissolved  solids  (By  calculation) 

Total  dissolved  solids  (By  determination) 

Hardness 
Iron  (fe) 

Manganese  (Mn) 

Ammonia  Nitrogen 
Albuminoid  Ammonia  Nitrogen 
Nitrite  Nitrogen 
Nitrate  Nitrogen 
Colour  (Hazen) 

Sediment 

Alkalinity  to  Phenolphthalein  PH 

17.  GAS 

Gas  is  supplied  to  the  city  under  a 10-year  franchise  by  the 
Plains  Western  Gas  and  Electric  Company  Limited  from  local 
wells. 

Rates 

First  3,000  cu.  ft.  per  month  $2.50 

Next  40,000  cu.  ft.  per  month  46c  per  M cu.  ft. 

Next  77,000  cu.  ft.  per  month  42c  per  M cu.  ft. 

Bal.  cu.  ft.  per  month  38c  per  M cu.  ft. 

Minimum  monthly  bill  $2.50. 

18  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  value  2521  B.T.U.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60  deg.  F 
100  lb.  cylinders  $6.50 
Bulk  1 8c  per  gallon 
Storage  capacity  1 2,000  gals. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  135,000  to  140,000  B.T.U.  per  gal.  at  60  deg.  F. 
Winter  grade  19c  per  gallon 
Summer  grade  1 IV2C  per  gallon 
Storage  capacity  32,000  gallons 
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Parts  per  Million 

77.5 

21.6 
31.4 

153.6 

trace 

75.2 

4.5 

14.65 

6.4 

0.5 

6.0 

390.8 

384.0 

287.3 

0.2 

0.84 

0.026 

0.02 

0.004 

3.33 

Some  coagulated 
slight 
7.45 


20.  COAL 

Grades  Lump  Stove  or  Egg  Nut  & Stoker  Slack 

F.O.B.  car  $10.25  $9.25  $4.70  $1.40 

per  ton 

Average  B.T.U.  of  local  coal,  10,100. 

21.  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Coal. 

Shale. 

Bentonite. 

Clays. 

Gravel  and  Sand,  washed  and  crushed  locally. 

Straw. 

Dairy  Products. 

Poultry  and  Eggs. 

Horses,  Cattle,  Sheep  and  Hogs. 

Grains. 

Honey. 

Gas  and  Oil. 

Tourist  attraction  through  Badlands  with  their  fossil  beds. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 
Federal 

Post  Office,  Customs  Office,  Employment  Service  of  Canada 
(District  Office),  Department  of  National  Defense,  R.C.M.P.  De- 
tachment, Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  (Branch  Office),  Vet- 
erans Land  Act  (Branch  Office),  Civil  Defence  Headquarters. 

Provincial 

New  Court  House,  Sheriff,  Clerk  of  the  Court,  Department 
of  Public  Works  Warehouse  and  Repair  Depot  (in  North  Drum- 
heller),  Liquor  Store,  Treasury  Branch,  Drumheller  full  time 
Health  Unit,  Government  Telephone  Office,  Superintendent  of 
Red  Deer  Valley  School  Division  No.  55,  Superintendent  of 
Drumheller  School  Division  No.  30,  District  Agriculturist,  Mines 
Inspector,  Sanitary  Inspector,  3 Highway  Traffic  Board  Inspec- 
tors, Fish  and  Game  Warden,  Child  Welfare  Inspector,  Depart- 
ment Municipal  Affairs  Office,  Gas  Inspector,  Electrical  Inspec- 
tor. 

Municipal 

City  Hall  with  the  following  offices:  City  Office,  Council 
Chamber,  City  Clerk,  Fire  Hall,  R.C.M.P.  city  patrol,  City  Works 
Office  and  Garage,  City  Foreman,  City  Building  and  Plumbing 
Inspector,  Public  Library,  Superintendent  and  Office  of  Drum- 
heller School  District  No.  2472. 
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23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  Municipal  Hospital  was  built  in  1919  and  has  had  two 
additions  to  it,  one  in  1929  and  a second  in  1952.  It  now  has  64 
beds  and  20  bassinettes.  It  employs  a staff  of  more  than  1 00  and 
contributes  about  $220,000  annually,  in  wages  and  purchases, 
to  the  city  economy. 

Non  ratepayers  can  secure  a Hospital  contract  from  the  City 
for  $12.00  per  annum  and  medical  contracts  may  be  secured 
from  the  doctors  at  $50.00  per  annum. 

Rates 

Non  ratepayers  $12.10  per  day  public  ward. 

Ratepayers  $ 1 .80  per  day  public  ward. 

There  are  also: 

8 private  practising  physicians 
3 dentists 
1 chiropractor 
1 optometrist 

1 physiotherapist  and  masseur 
1 veterinary  surgeon 
3 drug  stores. 

Drumheller  Health  Unit  consists  of: 

1 doctor 
5 nurses 

1 sanitary  inspector 
1 stenographer  technician. 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

Not  including  health  services. 

Type  of  Services  No.  of  Establishments 

Auditors  and  Public 

Accountants  1 

Barristers  and  Lawyers  2 

Beauty  Parlors  4 

Barber  Shops  5 

Dental  Mechanic  1 

Watch  Repairing  5 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Excellent  railway  services  are  available  from  the  C.N.R.  and 
C.P.R.  Paved  highway  No.  9 from  Trans-Canada  Highway  Cal- 
gary to  the  Saskatchewan  border  and  throughout  the  immediate 
district.  A modern  bus  depot  which  serves  as  the  terminal  for  the 
following  bus  lines: 
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Greyhound  Bus  Lines  — serving  points  between  Calgary, 
Hanna  and  Saskatoon. 

Cardinal  Bus  Lines — daily  service  between  Drumheller  and 
Stettler.  Connecting  Edmonton. 

Valley  Bus  Lines  Ltd. — daily  service  all  points  in  the  Drum- 
heller Valley. 

Trucking  service  between  Calgary,  Drumheller  and  Saskat- 
chewan. 

Two  taxi  stands  with  four  cabs. 

Other  taxi  companies  in  the  Drumheller  Valley. 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Drumheller  Mail  (Weekly). 

Valley  Bulletin  (Twice  Weekly). 


27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Canadian  National  Telegraph 
Canadian  Pacific  Telegraph  (24-hr.  service) 

Alberta  Government  Telephones 
Post  Office 

Nearest  Radio  Station,  Calgary — CFAC,  CFCN,  CKXL 
Nearest  TV  Station,  Calgary — CHCT 

An  application  for  license  for  a local  radio  station  has  been 
applied  for  and  a decision  should  be  received  soon. 


28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Bank  of  Montreal 
Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce 
Provincial  Treasury  Branch. 


29.  HOTELS 

Whitehouse 
Alexandra 
Waldorf 
St.  Regis 
De  Forest 


No.  of  Rooms 

30 

46 

46 

12 

16 


Single  Rate 

$3.00  & Up 
$3.00  & Up 
$3.00  & Up 
$2.00  & Up 
$2.00  & Up 


Beer  License 

yes 

yes 

yes 

no 

no 


30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 

No.  of  Units  Rating 

Silver  Spike  8 No  rating 

This  camp  is  located  in  North  Drumheller  just  across  the 
Red  Deer  River.  An  application  has  been  approved  by  the  City 
Council  for  a new  motel  in  Drumheller.  Camp  grounds  located 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Kinsmen  Playground  have  two  outdoor  kit- 
chens, accommodation  for  trailers,  and  washrooms. 
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31.  CHURCHES 

St.  Magloire's  Anglican,  Knox  United,  St.  Anthony's  R.C., 
First  Baptist,  Pentecostal,  Nazarene,  Christian  Brethren,  Luth- 
eran, Salvation  Army. 

32.  LODGES 

Masonic  (3  chapters),  I.O.C.F.,  Royal  Purple,  Enrico  Caruso 
Italian  Lodge,  Elanora  Duse  Italian  Ladies  Lodge,  Knights  o: 
Columbus,  B.P.O.E.,  Eastern  Star,  Rebeccas. 

33.  SERVICE  CLUBS  , 

Rotary,  Kinsmen,  I.O.D.E.,  Canadian  Legion,  Ladies  Auxil- 
iary of  Canadian  Legion,  Women's  Professional  & Business  Club, 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

34.  SOCIETIES 

Canadian  Red  Cross,  Fish  & Game  Association,  Old-Timers' 
Association,  Association  of  Registered  Nurses,  Ministerial  Asso- 
ciation, Alberta  University  Alumm  Drumhelier  Branch,  Teachers 
Association,  Drumhelier  Bridge  Club,  Music  Festival  Association, 
Drumheilerand  District  Agricultural  Society,  Drumhelier  Mu- 
seum Association,  Junior  and  Senior  Art  Society. 

35.  SCHOOLS 

Drumhelier  S.D.  2472  embraces  the  city  and  most  of  the  sur- 
rounding areas  which  are  within  a mile  of  the  city  centre. 

The  City  School  Board  of  five  members  administers  this 
system.  A superintendent-secretary-treasurer,  employed  by  the 
Board,  is  responsible  for  the  supervision  and  administration. 

Approximately  1200  students  are  accommodated  in  Grades 


A New  Home  On  Riverside  Drive  West. 
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1 to  12  in  the  school  plants  operated  by  a staff  of  44  teachers  on 
the  senior  high,  junior  high,  and  elementary  levels. 

The  senior  high  school  provides  facilities  for  students  of  the 
city  district  and  areas  of  population  outside  the  district  in  the  Red 
Deer  Valley  as  well  as  for  some  students  from  adjacent  school 
divisions.  The  programme  of  studies  provides  for  complete  mat- 
riculation, general  education,  commercial  training,  and  home 
economics  and  shop. 

The  junior  high,  contained  in  a twelve-room  modern  struc- 
ure,  also  offers  home  economics  and  shop  courses  in  addition 
to  the  regular  academic  programme. 

The  elementary  classes  are  accommodated  in  a 1 2-room  cen- 
tral school,  a 3-room  school  and  six  individual  cottage  schools 
serving  Grades  1 to  5. 

Drumheller  is  also  the  headquarters  of  two  other  school  divi- 
sions: The  Red  Deer  Valley  School  Division  No.  55,  which  pro- 
vides the  educational  facilities  in  the  valley  beyond  the  city  school 
district  limits,  for  grades  including  Grade  9.  This  division  also 
owns  and  operates  the  central  home  economics  and  shop  in  con- 
junction with  the  city's  Central  High  School. 

The  Drumheller  School  Division  No.  30  provides  school  fac- 
ilities in  the  adjacent  rural  areas  and  in  several  neighboring  vil- 
lages and  towns. 

The  City  Board  operates  a night  school,  regularly  each  year, 
in  such  commercial  subjects  as  bookkeeping,  stenography,  and 
typing.  It  sponsors  senior  art  and  painting  classes  and  supports 
and  encourages  participation  in  the  annual  Musical  Festival  held 
in  Drumheller. 


36.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 


Capacity 

Stage 

Music 

Napier  Theatre 

640 

yes 

piano 

Elks  Hail 

600 

yes 

piano 

Social  Credit  Hall 

135 

no 

piano 

Armouries 

300 

no 

piano 

I.O.O.F. 

100 

no 

piano 

St.  Anthony's  Church  Hall 

300 

yes 

piano 

United  Church  Hall 

300 

yes 

piano 

37.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  Drumheller  Public  Library  is  supported  by  the  city,  a 
government  grant  in  accordance  with  the  Alberta  Libraries  Act, 
and  membership  fees.  The  Library  is  open  daily  except  Wednes- 
day and  Saturday,  from  10:30  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.f  with  one  hour 
off  at  noon.  Wednesday  from  10:30  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m.  and  Sat- 
urday from  1 0:30  a.m.  to  1 2:00  noon,  1 :00  p.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  and 
7:00  p.m.  to  9:00  p.m.  The  total  volume  of  books  is  10,580. 

A portion  of  the  Rotary  Swimming  Pool  building  has  been 
converted  into  a museum,  a large  proportion  being  devoted  to 
fossil  bones,  attracting  a great  deal  of  interest  from  the  tourists. 

Annual  one  week  Music  Festival  is  conducted  by  Drumheller 
Music  Groups. 

Recreation  Activities 

A wide  variety  of  recreational  activities  are  sponsored  by  the 
service  clubs,  Athletic  Association,  church  and  school  organiza- 
tions under  the  guidance  of  a community  council. 

A senior  and  junior  art  club  is  very  active  in  the  community. 
Music  and  drama  is  taught  in  the  schools. 

38.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 
Boys 

Wolf  Cubs 
Boy  Scouts 
Sea  Cadets 
C.Y.O. 

Calf  Club 

39.  SPORTS 

Golf  and  Country  Club,  Gun  Club,  Ladies'  Golf  Club,  Skating 
Club,  Community  Athletic  Field,  Hockey  and  Skating  Arena  — 
artificial  ice,  Covered  Curling  Rink — 6 sheets  artificial  ice,  Ro- 
tary Swimming  Pool,  Rotary  Children's  Wading  Pool,  Baseball 
Club,  senior,  junior,  pee  wee  diamonds;  Softball,  men  and  wo- 
men; Football  Club,  Tourist  Picnic  Grounds,  Regatta  at  Fish  Lake, 
Boating,  Tennis  Courts,  Kiddies'  Playgrounds. 
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Girls 

Guides 

St.  John  Ambulance 
C.Y.O. 

Calf  Club 


40.  FAIRS 

Drumheller  Exhibition  and  Fair. 

Drumhelier  Regatta  at  Fish  Lake. 

Drumheller  and  District  Junior  Calf  Show  and  Sale. 
Drumheller  and  District  Junior  Grain  Fair. 

41.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Cenotaph,  Drumheller  Museum. 

42.  CO-OPERATIVES 

U.F.A.  Co-operative  General  Store. 

U.F.A.  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum  (Wholesale  & Retail). 

Co-op  Machinery  Distributors. 

Alberta  Poultry  Producers. 

Alberta  Wheat  Pool. 

United  Grain  Growers. 

43.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS  (See  Inside  Back  Cover). 

44.  SITES 

Over  200  residential  lots  are  available  from  the  city  in  a 
newly  opened  subdivision  served  with  all  utilities.  Industrial  sites 
along  the  railways  and  close  to  the  highway  are  available  from 
the  city  and  private  owners  at  a reasonable  price. 

45.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 
Coel  __ 

There  are  seven  major  producing  coal  mines  in  the  Drum- 
heller area.  The  name  and  address  of  these  companies  are: 

Amalgamated  Coals  Ltd.,  East  Coulee 

Brilliant  Coal  Company,  North  Drumheller 

Century  Coals  Ltd.,  East  Coulee 

Federated  Co-ops  Ltd.  (Ffygrade),  North  Drumheller 

Midland  Coal  Mining  Co.  Ltd.,  Midlandvale 

Murray  Collieries  Ltd.,  East  Coulee 

Red  Deer  Valley  Coal  Co.  Ltd.,  Nacmine 

The  capacity  of  the  above  mines  is  well  in  excess  of  1,000,- 
000  tons  annually.  The  mines  employ  1,200  men  locally,  while 
they  create  work  for  hundreds  of  others  in  such  fields  as  rail- 
ways, cartage,  etc.  The  coal  from  the  Drumheller  area  is  classi- 
field  as  sub-bituminous  B.  (A.S.T.M.).  It  is  bright  and  blocky  in 
appearance,  its  fire  burning  with  a hot  clean  flame.  It  is  low  in 
ash  and  soot,  with  very  little  sulphur  content.  The  coal  produc- 
tion from  the  area  during  1956  was  905,717  tons.  Industries 
using  cheap  coal  for  fuel  or  products  should  investigate  the  deci- 
ded advantage  of  the  Drumheller  area. 


Bentonite  in  quantity  is  also  available  in  the  Drumheller 
area.  Dr.  J.  O.  G.  Sanderson  compiled  a complete  report  on  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  bentonite  in  the  area.  Part  of  his  report 
follows. 

Operations  have  been  carried  on  in  the  area  for  about  twenty 
years  and  have  used  about  20%  of  the  visible  supply  without  re- 
sorting to  underground  mining.  The  tonnage  which  may  be  ob- 
tained by  underground  methods  has  never  been  accurately  esti- 
mated but  it  is  probably  about  twice  that  obtainable  by  stripping. 

Chemical  analysis  of  local  bentonite  from  No.  1,  Rosedale 
Mine,  and  No.  2,  Kidd  Pit: 

1 2 


Silica 

69.46 

68.88 

Alumina 

16.25 

16.34 

Iron  Oxide 

3.35 

2.86 

Lime 

2.06 

2.18 

Magnesia 

2.76 

1.32 

Sodium  & Potassium  Oxides 

1.08 

2.15 

Ignition  Loss 

5.04 

6.27 

These  analysis  are  very  similar  and  may  be  taken  as  typical 
of  unweathered  bentonite  in  the  area.  Chemical  analysis  are  of 
considerable  value  in  the  study  of  the  origin  of  bentonite,  but  two 
deposits  having  almost  identical  chemical  analysis  may  have  very 
different  physical  properties.  One  may  jelly  with  sixteen  to  twen- 
ty times  its  weight  of  water,  while  the  other  may  have  very  little 
or  no  jelling  quality;  or,  one  may  be  highly  effective  in  clarify- 
ing oils  and  may  be  used  many  times  before  it  needs  to  be  regen- 
erated, while  another  may  not  be  nearly  so  effective  and  have 
to  be  discarded  after  one  or  two  batches. 

The  Drumheller  and  Rosedale  bentonites  jelly  with  about 
sixteen  times  their  weight  of  water  and  have  been  used  as  drill- 
ing mud  in  oil  and  gas  well  drilling. 

Agriculture 

Drumheller  holds  the  unique  distinction  of  not  only  being 
a coal  mining  area,  but  also  the  centre  of  one  of  the  richest  agri- 
cultural areas  in  Alberta.  Long  famous  as  a district  for  the  pro- 
duction of  registered  sheep  and  cattle,  such  names  as  Rock,  Gren- 
ville and  Trentham,  Borwick  have  publicized  the  name  of  Drum- 
heller across  the  Continent.  Of  late  years  the  district  has  become 
famous  through  the  medium  of  its  Wheat  Kings,  by  such  names 
as  R.  Sharpe,  Howard  Roppel,  Ron  Leonhardt  and  Jerry  Leiske. 
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Geographically,  Drumheller  lies  in  the  centre  of  the  Drum- 
heller  Clay  Basin,  with  the  centre  located  on  a line  between  Mun- 
son and  Beveridge  Lake,  at  an  elevation  of  2650  feet.  The  boun- 
daries of  this  basin  are  Michichi,  Rowley,  Ghost  Pine,  Carbon, 
Rockyford,  Wayne  and  Verdant  Valley.  Within  this  area  lies 
some  of  the  richest  wheat  production  area  in  Canada.  Approxi  - 
mately 80%  of  the  area  is  under  cultivation. 

Drumheller  is  the  trading  area  for  approximately  one  thous- 
and farmers.  Eighty-three  farmers  have  their  grain  delivery  per- 
mits made  out  for  Drumheller,  and  with  the  opening  this  year  of 
the  United  Grain  Company  elevator,  no  doubt  more  permits  will 
be  issued  at  this  point.  During  the  1956-57  crop  year,  close  to 
half  a million  bushels  of  grain  were  shipped  from  Drumheller 
despite  delivery  restrictions.  ] 

The  last  few  years  has  seen  a shift  in  wheat  production  to  a 
greater  concentration  on  coarse  grains.  With  the  subsequent  in- 
crease in  coarse  grains  there  has  been  a corresponding  increase 
in  cattle  and  swine.  Several  large  feed  lots  are  at  present  in  op- 
eration. There  are  close  to  50,000  head  of  cattle  on  the  farms  in 
the  district. 

Drumheller  district  farmers  are  served  by  both  the  Canadian 
Utilities  and  the  Calgary  Power  and  approximately  90%  of  the 
farmers  are  making  use  of  Rural  Electrification. 

Power 

To  ensure  continuous  power  service,  Canadian  Utilities  have 
constructed  three  power  plants,  one  each  in  Vermilion, 
Forestburg  and  Drumheller.  Vermilion's  is  the  first  gas  fire  tur- 
bine plant  in  the  province.  The  other  two  plants  generate  power 
from  coal.  The  Company  also  maintains  connections  with  the 
systems  of  other  power  companies  so  that  the  inconvenience  of 
power  failure  can  be  held  to  a minimum  if  there  should  be  a 
breakdown  in  the  generating  equipment. 

Labor  Supply 

Firms  requiring  female  help  would  have  no  difficulty  in  se- 
curing enough  employees  to  meet  their  requirements.  This  group 
consists  of  sewing  machine  operators,  needleworkers,  stenograph- 
ers, cooks,  etc. 

46.  TRADING  AREA 

North  50  miles  West  50  miles 

South  30  miles  East  50  miles 

47.  POPULATION 

City  population,  1956  census  2,632 

Trading  area  population,  1956  census  40,261 
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43.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 
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Accountants  1 

Auctioneer  1 

Auto  Body  Repairs  3 

Bakeries  1 

Battery  Shop  1 

Banks  3 

Books  and  Stationery  1 
Bldg.  Contractors  ..  6 

Bldg.  Supplies  1 

Butchers  2 

Cartage  Delivery  ....  3 

Clothing  (Men’s)  ....  3 

Clothing  (Women’s 

and  Children)  3 

Cold  Storage  Locker  1 

Coal  Distributors  ..  6 

Coal  Mines  in 

district  7 

Creamery  1 

Dept.  Stores  2 

Dentists  3 

Doctors  8 

Drugs  3 

Egg  Grading  Stn.  ..  1 

Electrical 

Appliances  3 

Electrical 

Contractors  3 

Florist  1 

Funeral  Parlors  1 

Furniture  Store  2 

Garage  and  Service 

Stations  16 

Grain  Elevators  3 

(Total  Capacity — 
460,000  bushels) 

Groceries  3 

Hardware  3 

Hatchery  1 

Hotels 5 

Ice  Cream  Bars  2 

Implement  Dealers  4 

Jewellers  5 
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2 
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Laundry  

Laundry  (Dry 

Cleaners)  

Lawyers  

Liquor  Store  

Lumber  Yards  

Milk  Distributors  .. 
Mail  Order  Offices 

Mine  Supplies  

Needlecraft  

Oil  Distributors  

Paint  Stores  

Painters  and 

Decorators  

Photographers  

Plumbers  

Pool  Rooms  

Power  Plants  

Printing  Shops  .... 

Radio  Repairs 

Real  Estate  and 

Insurance  

Restaurants  

Roofing  

Second  Hand  Store 
Sewing  Machine 

Distributor  

Sign  Writers  

Shoe  Repairs  

Shoe  Store  

Soft  Drink  Bottler 

Tailors  

Theatres  and 

Drive-Ins  

Tinsmith  

Tobacconists  

Upholsterers  

Utilities  Offices  .... 

Vulcanizing  

Woodworking  Sash 

and  Door  

Welding  and 

Machine  Shop  .... 
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Drumheller’s  Memorial  Arena  Is  Major  Unit  In  Modern  Civic  Snorts  Centre. 


For  Further  Information  Please  Contact: 

C.  L.  SWAIN,  Industrial  Development  Co-ordinator  For  City  of  Drumheller 
P.O.  Box  331  — Drumheller,  Alta. 


